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ADDRESS 


FROM THE 
UNITED IRISHMEN OF DUBLIN, 
T o 


THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 


WE ſubmitted to your conſideration ſuch a Plan for your 

Equal Repreſentation, as would, in our Judgement, 
if carried into effect, give you your juſt and conſtitutional 
weight in the Legiflature,—We exulted in the thought 
that our exertions had contributed to raiſe the public mind to 
that elevated point, from which it might view its widely ex- 
tended rights; from which it might diſcoyer the real inſig- 
nificance of every propoſal towards Reform, that ſhould not 
feek the full meaſure of juſtice; which ſhould not give to all, 
who were in any degree bound by the Law. the power of 
Chuſing thoſe who made the Law We thought the ſimplicity 
of the Plan the beſt Teſt of its honeſty, and that its appeal to 
the comwon ſenſe of the Nation rendered any explanation of 
its principles unneceſſary. We are, however, now called up- 
on to juſtify its primary principle, by the objections which 
have ſinſe been raiſed againſt it; and ſhould we ſucceed, our 
triumph muſt be that of argument over invective, of Reaſon 
over Prejudice, and of Juſtice overPower. 


It is an apprehenſion with ſome, that ſhould every man be 
allowed to vote for a Repreſentative in Parliament, the Mo- 
narchy and the Ariſtocracy of the Conſtitution would ſoon 
be overborne and deſtroyed, by the exorbitant Power and 
Republican Spirit of the Democracy. Let it be remembered, 
that the Britiſh Conſtitution has amply provided againſt the 
Probability of ſuch an event. It has appointed a ſole execu- 
tive officer, inveſted with prerogatives to ſtrengthen that 
executive Power, and with a certain portion of Legiſlative 
Authority to defend thoſe Prerogatives. It has inſtituted a 
ſubſtantial Ariſtocracy, not deriving all its weight and au- 
thority merely from the King's Patents, but hereditary, and 


poſſeſſing 
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poſſeſſing a maſs of property, by which, backed and ſuppox- 
ted, if neceſſary, by the Executive Prerogatives and Legi- 
Native Authority of the Crown, it is enabled to withſtand the 
attacks of the Democracy, Away then with this idle appre- 


henſion; can any danger attack upon ſo much influence and 


ſo much Power ? On the contrary, can any thing ſhort of 
pure DEMOCRACY maintain againſt them the Integrity and 
Independence of the Houſe of Commons? 


But it is faid that the lower claſſes of the Community, 
being without property, have no ſtake in the Country, and 
therefore ought not to vote for any part · of the Legiſlature: 
In conſequence of the repreſentative ſyſtem every man is ſup 
poſed to be, either individually or by his Deligate, a party to 
making the Laws, by which he is to be bound: * The Elect- 
ive Right cannot therefore be denied on Conſtitutional Prin- 
ciple to any one; and even the pooreſt ſhould be allowed the 
exerciſe of that Right, as they are bound by law as well as 


others, Laws operate on LIFE, LIBERTY, and PRO- 
PERTY. Why his property repreſented ? Becauſe it is 


valuable to the Poſſeſſor, and may be affected by Law. Why 
ſhould Liberty and Life not be repreſented ? Are they not; 
more valuable to their poſfeflox, and may they not alſo bs 
affected by the Law? Since Liberty and Life are the moſt 
importent objects of Legiſlation, the pooreſt claſs have 2 
right to ſome controul over the Legiſlature, and it is juſt 
that they ſhould exerciſe it. The Spirit of many of our 


Laws 


— 
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* Altho' this is at preſent only a ſuppoſition, yet there are ſtrong reaſons for 
believing it was once a fact.— Mr. Prynne, one ot the moft profound legal! 
Antiquarians, afferts, that before the 8th Hen, 6th, ch. 7, every Inbabi 
tant and Commoner in each County had a voice in the election of Knights? 
whether he were a Freeholder or not. Brev, Parl. Red. p. 187.—0f 
the ſame opinion ſeems Whitelocke. zd Whitl, p. 95. It ſeems very 
confiderably confirmed by the words of the 5th, Hen. Ys ch. 15 —And Sir 
Thomas Smyth, in his Commonwealth, pg) has the following words: “every 
Engliſhman is intended to be preſent in Parliament, either in perſon, or by 
Procuration, or Attorney, of what pre-eminence, fate, dignity, ot quality 
Soerer he be, from the Prince to the LOWEST perſon in England, and th. 
conſep: of the Parliament is en zo be every man's ganſent, 
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Laws is Ariſtocratic, and by no means calculated ſor the 
protection of the Poor. To paſs over the remarkable in- 
ſtances of the Game Laws and the Samp Act, the latter of 
which, by operating on legal proceedings, ſhuts the door of 
Juſlice againſt the Poor, we ſhall refer to a much more im- 
portant ſyſtem, our Criminal Code. If the lower claſſes of 
the Community had been repreſented in Parliament when 
their neceſſities firſt urged them to inſurrection and outrage> 
under the denomination of White Boys and Defenders, Par- 
lament would have enquired into, and redreſſed their grie- 
vances, inſtead of making Laws to puniſh them with Death, 
The AQs, which are prohibited by many of our Laws, 
are unqueſt ionabiy great crimes * but the puniſhments, in- 
flicted by thoſe Laws are ſtill greater crimes. The reaſon 
of this diſproportion is, that the Rich man is never guilty of 
Sheep-ſtealing, and the Poor man has no ane to plead his 
cauſe in the Senate, 


If however, it be a principle that no man, who does not 
contribute to the ſupport of Government, ſhould be media- 


tely or immediately concerned in Legiſlation, ſuch principle 
would be no excluſion of the Poor, for they contribute in 
proportion to their means: The pooreſt man in the land 
pays Taxes for his- Fire, his Candle, for his Potatoes and 
his Cloathing ; and the poorer he is, the greater occaſion he 
has for a vote to protect what little he has, which is neceſ- 
ſary not to his qualification merely, but to his very. exiſt- 
ence, He has a property in his Labour, and in the value it 
will bring in the Market, the Field, or the Manufactory: a 
Property, on account of it's ſmallneſs, of more real value to 
him than Thouſands of Pounds to the Rich and Luxurious - 
a Property, which muſt render him more intereſted in the 
honeſt diſpoſal of the Public money, fince one additional T'ax 
may cruſh him, than thoſe can be wha receive that Public 
Money by virtue of PLACES without employment, and 
PENSIONS without merit. Property is merely the col- 
IeRion of Labour: poſſeſſes the very ſame qualities before, 
as after it is collected into a heap ; and the ſcattered labour 
of the loweſt ranks is as real, and ought to be as really repre. 
ſented 
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{ented as the moſt fixed and folid Property, Reaſon, we 
think, ſays this, and fad experience has manifeſted, that giv- 
ing Political ores excluſively to property collected, not to 
the maſs of Living Labour, has been in all ages, and parti- 
culary in Modern Times, the true cauſe of Feudality, of 
Vaſſalage, and of Ariſtocratic Deſpotiſm. 


It is alſo uſed as an argument, that although in theory 
every man has a right to vote, yet the exerciſe of that right 
among us would be impracticable, or attended with outrage 
from the multitude of Voters. To that we anſwer, that the 
practicability of the meaſure depends on a few regulations, 
which we apprehend, could be caſily contrived to render 
elections practicable and tranquil. Let their be a diviſion 
of the Kingdom into parts, ſufficiently ſmall, and as nearly 
as poſſible equal with reſpect to population, and let the ſev- 
eral elections annually commence and conclude throughout 
the Kingdom on one and the ſame day. 

Some friends to univerſal ſuffrage in a new country, urge 
a local objection to its being applied to Ireland. They ſay 
that the lower clailes of peopleſin this country are peculiarly 
unfit for the exerciſe of Suffrage, on account af their ex- 
treme ignorance, We know of no deſcription of people 
unſit for the exerciſe of their rights: and if we did, we 
would fit them for it by giving it to them What has made 
thoſe claſſes fo extremely ignorant? The privation of thoſe 
Tights, which, it enjoyed, would have procured them know- 
ledge. Apply che reverſe of that, which has debaſed, and it 
will exalt them. Give them the elective franchiſe, and let 
them exerciſe it directly TItis not juſt to judge of what the 
people would be, when embgdied into the Conftitution of 
their Country, from their preſent ſtate of debaſement, in 
which they feel themſelves unconnected with it. We truſt 
that our countrymen, even the pooreſt, who are now ſtigma- 
tized with the appellations of Swine, Mretc hes and Rattle, 
would, if reſtored to their Rights, evince an elevation of 
'Sentiment, which, ſetting every ſpecies of corruption at de- 
Hance, muſt humble the pride of Wealth, by the ſuperior 
luſtre of virtuous POVERTY. Ladced 
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Indeed the local circumſtances, ſeem to us rather in favour 
of introducing it into Ireland. We have lately had occaſion, 
in conſidering the Catholic claims, to examine into the 
foundations of Government. The Catholic has taught all 
Ireland, that to be taxed or legiſlated for, without being re- 
preſented, is an oppre ſſion, which ſinks the ſufferer into a 
SLAVE. He inſiſted on his right to the elective ſuffrage, 
becauſe he was bound by the Laws, and contributed to the 
expences of the State. The doctrine once broathed, can 
never be forgotten ; and the remaining Slave, whom reform 
ſhall not have raiſed to the rank of Citizen, will remember 
the argument of the Catholic, and aſk himſelf & am I not 
& bound by the Laws: and do I not in my humble ſphere 
contribute to the expences of the State? Why am I not 
e repreſented ? Is it not my right? and ſhall J not inſiſt up- 
T on my right? Sooner or later the measure muſt come. 
The eternal principle of Juſtice will be repeated in louder 
and louder tones, until at length it muſt be heard and ob- 
ſerved. Why then not now? Why leave behind a ſource of 
new reforms, prehaps of convulſions ? If reform only com- 
municates power to a greater number, and do not give liberty 
to all, it will only ſtrengthen the ruling, and weaken the 
oppreſſed body ; ſo that when the Slave ſhall have acquired 
fufficient courage to ſpeak, the obſtinacy of the Citizen will 
compel him to act. We cannot forget the language made 
uſe of to intimidate the Catholic from proſecuting his claims, 
and that thoſe very claims ſhortly after having been rejected 
with ſcorn, were admitted with reſpect. The fame line of 
Prudence and Wiſdom will, we are perſuaded, be purſued in 
the caſe of REFORM, whenever convincing proof of the 
public Sentiment ſhall be received on that Subject, and the 
kingdom by the reſtoration of Univerſal Suffrage be deliver. 
ed over to uninterrupted PEACE and HAPPINESS: 


Contemplating this grateful proſpect, we ſmile with muth 
internal ſatisfaction, on hearing thoſe intemperate and abu- 
five expreſſions, which the Members of Oppoſition make 
uſe of againſt” this Society. We Wile at their inadility to 


conſeal 
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vonſeal the vexation and diſappointment they have felt an 
finding themſelves forſaking by the People. That peoples 
whoſe Majeſty they inſult, but whoſe forbearance they at the 
ſame time ſolicit—on finding themſelves falling, like the 
oſtentatious Balloon, from that height to which they had ri- 
ſen by a ſort of inflammable levity, and there ſuſtained fotely 
by the breath of popular favour----We ſmile at the curious 
coalition of political parties againſt our Society to ſee them 
club all their Wiſdom and their Wit, to manifeſt to the 
whole Country that we afe really forinidable---but we are 
rather inclined to pity than forced Fraternity, that monſtrous 
conjuſtion, which in ſpite of the horror of inſtinct, and the 
antipathy of Nature, can join in one common effort the high- 
eſt Genius with the loweſt Ribaldry----How great muſt be 
the panic that can unite ſuch extreems? We can bear as we 
have borne the common place invecti ve againſt this Society; 
but we feel ſome indignation, when he, who ſhould look on 
himſelf as the purchaſed Property of the People ; to whoſe 
fortune every man, even © the Beggar on the Bridge; * hag 
contributed, whom the“ the ſhouts of the mob have raiſed to 
the hight of his fame. When ſuch a man inveighs againft 
armed Beggary and Shabby Sedition, we cannot but remem<+ 
ber a time, when the uſual adjunct to his own Name was 
« Shabby and Se ditious incendiary.” It is not manly, it is 
not decorous to deal out this contumelious language agvinſt 
the great maſs of mankind. The uſe of contemptuous terms 
diſpoſes to contemptuouꝭ treatment, and thoſe, whom we 
villify as mob we ſoon learn to flight as men. It is the un- 
equal partition of Rights, and what reſults from this, the 
' arrogance of Power, and the abaſement of Poverty, which 
make mob, inſtigate to tumult, and good to inſurrection. If 
the People were ruſpected, they would reverence the conſti- 
tuted authorities; but to gain this reſpect they muſt poſſetzʒ 
thoſe RIGHTS, which are the Prerogative of their Nature, 
and the worth of Manhood. 


Oppoſition ſeem ſuprized that the People | ſhould view 
heir debates with indifference. We will tell them the rea- 


ſan, 
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It is becauſe nothing paſſes of a nature to animate and ins 
tereſt that People nothing, from which an individual can 
promiſe himſelf more Happineſs, or the Community more 
Splendour----it is becauſe enthuſiaſm no longer lights up 
every countenance, and ſwells every heart with ſomething 
great and good, and with a proſpect of ſomething greater and 


better---it is becauſe there appears no intetnal ſpring of ag- 


tion, no fixture bf character; but ] ny and bad qualities, as 
it were, external, and neither virfues nor vices their own. 


It is beeauſe once in (even years the PEOPLE are treated as 
MAJESTY, and ia the interval maltreated as MOB. 


We have not in our Plan of Reform paled in little parks 
of Ariſtocracy. Our Plan has not been deſcribed with a 
pair of compaſſes, nor have we defaced with childiſh circles, 
the ſyſtem of Nature, and the Chart of the Conſtitution. 
There is no truth in any political ſyſtem, in which the Sun 
of Liberty is not placed in the Centre, with knowledge to 
enlighten, and Benevolence to warm and invigorate ; with 
the ſame ray to gild the Palace and illuminate the Cottage · 
The Earth moves, ſaid Galileo, and the Sun ſtands ſtill. He 
was impriſoned for the heretical aſſertion ; for a Lible againſt 
the Laws of Nature, and for exciting Sedition among the 
Stars. But the Earth moves notwithſtanding z and in Spite 
of Fire, *Impriſonment, Pillory and Traniportation, the 
RIGHTS OF MAN are the immoveable Centre of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, that has hitherto regulated Times and 
determined Revolutions. 


A PLAN 
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FOR AN EQUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE 
PEOPLE OF IRELAND IN THE HOUSE OF COM- 
MONS. © 


Prepared for the Public Confederation by the Society of 
. United Iriſhmem of Dublin. 


SO 


I. That the Nation, for the Purpoſe of Repreſentation 
ſolely, ſhould be divided into 300 Electorates, formed by 
i of Pariſhes, and as nearly as poſſible equal in 
point of Population. | 


- 2. That each EleQorate ſhould return one Repreſentative 
to P ar liament. ** 3 f 


3. That each Electorate ſhould, for the convenience of 
earring on the Elections at the fame time, be ſubdivided in- 
to a ſufficient number of parts. go 


4. That there ſhall be a returning Officer for each Elect- 
orate, anda deputy returning Officer for each Subdiviſion, 
to be reſpectively elected. 


5. That the Electors of the Electorate ſhould vote, each 
in the Sub- diviſion in which he is regiſtered, and has reſided 
as herein after ſpecified. | 


6. That the returning Officers of the Sub- diviſions 
ſhould ſeveraly return their reſpective Polls to the returning 
Oſſicer of the Electorate, who ſhould lot up the whole, and 
return the Perſon having a majority of votes, as the Repre- 
e=ntative in Parliament. 


7. That every Man poſſe the Right of Suffrage for 
a Repreſentative in parliament, ſhould exerciſe it in his own 
perſon only. | } v4 

8. That no perſon ſhould have a right to vote in more 
than one Flectorate at the ſame Election. 


9- That every male, of ſound mind, who has attained the 
full age of 21 yeara, and actually dwelt, or maintained a 
family eſtabliſhment in any Electorate for ſix months of the 
twelve, immediately previous to the commencement of the 
Election, {provided his reſidence, or maintaining a family 
eſtabliſhment, be duly regiſtered) ſhould be intitled to vote 
for tlie Repreſentative of the Electorate. 
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10. That their ſhall be a Regiſtering Officer, and a 
Regiſtry of Reſidence in every Sub- diviſion of each Elec- 
torate ; and that in all queſtions concerning Reſidence, the 
Regiſtry ſhould be conſidered as concluſive evidence. 


11. That all Elections in the Nation ſhould commence 
and cloſe on the ſame day. + 


12. That the votes of all Electors ſhall be given by Voice 
and not by Ballot. | 


13. Thar no oath of any kind ſhould be taken by any 
Elector. 


14. That the full age of 25 years ſhould be a neceſſary 
qualification to entitle any man to be a Repreſentative. 


15. That Reſidence within the Electorate ſhould not, but 
that Reſidence weithin the Kingdom ſhold be a neceſſary 
qualification for a Repreſentative. | 


16. That no Property Qualification ſhould be neceſſary 
to entitle any man to be a Repreſentative 


17. That any Perſon having a Penſion, or holding a Place 
in the Executive or Judicial Departments, ſhould be thereby 
diſqualified from being a Repreſentive. 


18. That Repreſentatives ſhould receive a reaſonable ſti- 
pend for their ſervices. 


19. That every Repreſentative ſhou!d, on taking his 
Seat, ſwear that neither he, nor any perſon to promote his 


Intereſi, with his Privity, gave or was to give any Bribe for 
the Suffrage of any Vote. 


20. That any Repreſentative convicted by a Jury, of hav- 
ing acted contrary to the ſubſtance of the above Oath, ſhould 
be for ever diſqualified from fitting or voting in Parliament. 

21. That Parliaments ſhould be annual. 


22. That a Repreſentative ſhould be at liberty to reſign 


his Deligation upon given ſufficient notice to his Conſtitu- 
ents, 


2 3 Tyat the abſence from duty fo ſhould vacate 
the ſeat of a Repreſentative. . 


THE 
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Nie Society of United Ir iſumen of Dublin to the 
PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 


Peaphe of Ireland, 

We now. ſubmit to your conſideration, a plan for your 

equal repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons, In framing. 

It we have diſregarded the many over-charged accufations, 

which we hear daily made by the prejudiced and corrupt, a- 
gainſt the People, their independence, integrity, and undet- 

ſtanding. We are ourſelves, but à portion of the People; and 


that appellation, we feel, confers more real honour and im- 


portance, than can in theſe times, be derived from PLAcks 

Pxtns1ons, or TIrIES. As little have we couſulted the ſen- 
timents of Adminiſtration or of Oppoſition, We have at- 
tentively obſerved them both, and, what ever we may hope 
of fome members of the latter, we firmly believe that both 
thoſe parties are equally averſe from the meaſure of adequate 
REFORM. If we had no other reaſon for that opinion, the 
plan laid before the Parliament, in the laſt ſeſſion, under the 
auſpices of Oppoſition, might convince us of the melancholy 
truth. Thus circumſtanced, then, diſtruſting all Parties, we 
hold it the right and the duty of every Man in the Nation, 
to examine, deliberate, and decide for himſelf on that im- 
portant meaſure, As @ portion of the People (for in no other 
Capacity, we again repeat it, do we preſume to addreſs you ) 
we ſuggeſt to our ideas, by which we would pr ide to pre- 
ſerve the popular part of the Legiſlature uninfluenced by, 
and independent of the other two parts, and to effectuate that 
eſſential principle of Juſtice and of our Conſtitution, that 
every Man has the right of voting, through the medum of 
his Repreſentative, for the law by which he is bound : that 
ſacred principle, for which America fought, and by which 
Ireland was emancipated from Britiſh ſupremacy ! If our 
ideas are right; which we feel an honeſt conviction they 
arc, ADOPT THEM; if wrong, diſcuſſion will detect 
their errors, and we at leaſt, ſhall be always found ready to 
profit by, and conform ourſalves to the ſentiments of the 
People, 
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Our preſent ſtate of repreſentation is charged with be- 
Ing AT. unjuſt, and by no means calculated to expreſs 
your deliberate will, on any ſubje& ot general importence. 
We have endeavoured to point out the remedies of thoſe 
evils, by a more equal diſtribution of political power and 
liberty; by doing juſtice; and by anxiouſly providing that 
your deliberate will ſhall be, at all times, accurately ex- 
preſſed in your own branch of the Legiſlature. If theſe 
are not the principles of good government, we have yet to 
learn from the Placemen and Penſioners that flit about the 
Caſtle, in what the ſcience of Politics can coꝑſiſt. But we 
know they are, and we are bold to ſay, that the more a 
government carries theſe principles into effect, the nearer 
it approaches to perfection. 


We believe it will be ſaid that our plan, however juſt, is 
impracticable in the preſent Rate of this Country. If any 
part of that impracticability ſhould be ſuppoſed to reſult 


from the intreſted reſiſtance of borough-proprietors, al- 
though we never will conſent to compromife the Publ. 


Right, yet we, for our parts, might not heſitate to purchaſe 
the Public Peace by an adequate compenſation. At all 
events, it reſts with you, Countrymen, not with us, to re- 
move the objection. If you do not wiſh the accompliſhment 
of ſuch a ReFonm, it will not take place; if you do, we 
cannot believe that Ireland is yet ſunk to that Rate of mĩſ- 
government, in which it may be truly ſaid, that although 
the great body of the People ſeriouſly determined on ity 
attainmentiat is neyertheleſs impracticable. 2 


To you, among our Countrymen, for whoſe welfare we 
have peculiarly laboured from the firſt moment of our in. 
ſtitution, and the contemplation of whoſe proſperity will 
more than compenſate us for the ſufferings we may have 
endured, for the calumnies with which we are aſperced, 
and for thoſe which the publication ofthis unpalarable plan 
will call down upon us; To you the poorer clasies of the 
C:mmunity we now addreſs ourſelves. We are told you 
gnorant z we with you to enjoy LIBERTY, without, 
which-ao People was erer enlightened ; we are told you 

are 
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de uneducated and immoral ; we wiſh you to be educated, 
and your morrality improved, by the moſt rapid of all in- 
ſtructors A GOOD GOVERNMENT. Do you find 
yourſelves ſunk in poverty and wretchedneſs? Are you 
'overloaded with burdens, you are but little able to bear? 
Do you feel many grieveances, which it would be tedious 
and might be antafe to mention? Believe us, they can all 
be redreſſed by ſuch a reform as will give YOU your juſt 
proportion of influence in the Legiſlature, aNnD By SUCH 
A MEASURE ONLY. To that, therefore, we wiſh to rivet 
all your attention. Let thoſe Men, who wrangle about 
preſerving or acquiring power, catch at popularity by their 
petty regulations to check the progreſs of theſe growing 
eevils; do you deliberate, in the retirement of your own 
hearts, upon their only adequate remedy. Deſiſt, we en- 
treat you, from thoſe diſturbances, which are diſgrace to 
your country, and an injury to yourſelves, which impair 
your own ſtrength, and impead your own cauſe, Examine, 
peaceable and attentively, the plan of Reform we now ſub- 
mit to you. Conſider Does it propeſe to do You juſtice ? 
Does it propoſe to give You ſufficient protection? For we 
have no fears bnt the Rich will have juſtice done them, and 
will be always ſufficiently protected. Hang this plan up 
in your Cabbins ; think on it over and over again; do not 
throw it oy in def pair, as being imoſſible to be carried into 
effoct; FOR NOTHING, WE HOPE, IS IMPOS. 
SIBLE THAT IS JUST. 
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